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Offenses against property: decrease of 257 
Offenses against morals: increase of 30 
Miscellaneous : increase of 51 

In addition to the above, all offenses against the common law, statistics 
are given for the offense of prostitution. In 1918, 1,927 girls and young 
women were arrested 2,729 times for the offense of prostitution in comparison 
with 1,908 young persons arrested 2,842 times in 1917 for this offense. There 
is noted, therefore, an increase for 1918 of 19 in the number of persons ar- 
rested for this offense and a decrease of 113 arrests. — Edith Abbott, University 
of Chicago. 

Alcoholism and Crime in France. — Members of the jury of the 
Cour ifassises de la Seine for the second session of the month of July, 1919, 
addressed to the chancellor the following letter in order to call to his atten- 
tion the deplorable consequences of the development of alcoholism (le Temps, 
August, 1917). 

"Of 27 cases inscribed on the docket of this session, 14 have been de- 
cided, and in 10 of these alcohol has been the initial cause if not the sole 
cause of the crime. The result: seven human lives lost. 

"At a time when the productive force of their (our) glorious country 
has been so reduced, it appears to them (us) inadmissible that society should 
have no resource by which to defend itself from the scourge of alcoholism 
except to pass sentence on its misdeeds and to have no means of prevention. 

"If the law does not furnish sufficient weapons for this purpose, they 
think you are best qualified to know what measures are necessary and to 
obtain them by legislative action. In so doing you would prevent the loss 
of time and energy of the members of the jury, lawyers, judges who could 
then be employed in ways more useful to society who now have no energy 
or no time to lose, and especially you would bring about a saving of human 
lives, the number of which is more and more precious." 

The comment of the Revue on the above letter is that while one must not 
overvalue such a suggestion, the quality of the signatures requires the atten- 
tion of the public authorities to the facts which have occasioned it. — Revue 
pemtlntiaire, July-October, 1919— Edith Abbott, University of Chicago. 

Lynching, an Evir of County Government. — 

I have just read with great interest an address of 21 pages delivered 
before the Georgia Bar Association by Mr. Robert C. Alston, "Concerning 
Lynching." 

Mr. Alston is different from most lawyers and orators in his pictures of 
word painting, in that he not only puts life and expression in them, but he 
puts brains. 

Life, liberty and property are three things that the law must guarantee to 
man before trial, and especially to him who lives in the South. There is not 
any brighter light shining today than Robert Cotton Alston. 

Having stated the facts above, I submit statistics of the states in our 
Union showing the population, area in square miles, number lynched and 
counties in each state in 1915 to October 11 : 



